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(57) Abstract: A method for manufacturing inexpensive and 
high-quality engine fuel, from a starting material comprising 
waste vegetable oils which have been conventionally wasted 
, is provided. There are provided; a starting-material tank (1) 
for storing oil/fat therein; a filtering device for filtering out 
solid components of the oil/fat in the starting -material tank; a 
first reaction vessel (5) fur conducting first cracking by reacting 
ozone with the oil/fat; an oil/water separation device (4) for 
separating that water content involved in the cracking reaction, 
from the oil/fat; a first filtering device (8) for conducting first 
filtering of the oil/fat; a second reaction vessel (9) for conducting 
second cracking; a second filtering device (10); an adding device 
for adding an additive; an impurity adsorbing vessel (12) and a 
filtering vessel (13) for cooperatively purifying the water phase 
compuneni fium which ihe oil/fat phase has been excluded 
by the oil/water separation device; wherein in each of the first 
reaction and second reaction, there are delivered a reducing 
agent and polymerization inhibitor into the oil/fat. 
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Present claims 1, 7 relate to a process comprising a "first treatment 
step" and a "second treatment . step" , which steps comprise the 
introduction of a compound that is defined by reference to a desirable 
characteristic or property, namely: 
Claim 1: a polymerization inhibitor; 

Claim 7: a polymerization inhibitor including a phosphorus compound. 

The claims cover all possible compounds having this characteristic or 
property. However, the application does not provide any further support 
within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and/or disclosure within the meaning 
of Article 5 PCT as to the chemical Identity of said compounds. In the 
present case, the claims so lack support, and the application so lacks 
disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
is impossible. Independent of the above reasoning, the claims also lack 
clarity (Article 6 PCT), because an attempt is made to define the 
compound by reference to a result to be achieved. Again, this lack of 
clarity in the present case is such as to render a meaningful search over 
the whole of the claimed scope Impossible. Consequently, the search has 
been carried out for those parts of the claims which appear to be clear, 
supported and disclosed, namely to the claimed process comprising a 
"first treatment step" and a "second treatment step", which steps may or 
may not comprise the introduction of a polymerization inhibitor. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
1s advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority Is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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